Chapter XLVI
AMERICA, THE MOST FORTUNATE OF ALL
1 HE American continent is the most obliging continent of all.
I am speaking, of course, of America as a purely geographical
unit, not as an economic factor in the development of industry
nor a^a political laboratory for experiments in divers new forms
of government But from a geographical point of view America
is almost everything that possibly could be desired.
It is the only continent on the western hemisphere and there-
fore has no immediate competitors as Africa, Asia, and Europe
have. It is situated between the two largest oceans of the world,
and it was settled by white men during a period when the Adantic
had just become an important centre of civilization.
It reaches almost from the North Pole to the South Pole, and
therefore enjoys every sort of climate. Some of the part which
is crossed by the equator is also the highest, and therefore enjoys
a temperature which makes it fit for human habitation.
Its deserts are relatively small. It has been blessed with wide
plains which are situated in the moderate zone and which arc
therefore predestined to become the world's granaries.
It has a coastline which is neither too simple nor too compli-
cated, and which is therefore eminently fitted for the establish-
ment of deep-sea harbours.
As its chief mountain-ranges run from north to south, its fauna
and flora could freely escape die advance of the glaciers of the
ice period, and had a better chance to survive than those of
Europe.
More than almost any other continent it is blessed with coal and
iron and oil and copper and those other raw materials which the
machine age needs in ever increasing quantities,
It was practically uninhabited when the white man arrived